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2017 Keynote Speaker  

Jessica Booth 
  
 Jessica Booth serves as the Fine Arts Education    
 Program Specialist for the Georgia Department   
 of Education. In her twenty years as an art  
 educator in Georgia she has taught visual art at    
 the middle, high school, and university level,  
 and has served as a district fine arts supervisor  
 for two different urban school systems. In her  
 current role, Jessica leads professional  
 development, best-practice curriculum and  
 assessment strategies, and the development of    
 the Georgia Standards of Excellence for Fine Art  
 in Georgia. Jessica developed the GA STEAM  
 certification for schools and Georgia’s Fine Arts  
 Diploma Seal for graduating seniors that  
 focuses on promoting community service  
 through the arts.  
 

Jessica was named Georgia Secondary and the National Southeastern 
Secondary Educator of the Year in 2009 and the Georgia and National 
Southeastern Administration and Supervision Educator of the Year in 
2011 and serves as the Member at Large of the Georgia Art Education 
Association. Jessica was a member of the inaugural NAEA School for 
Arts Leaders cohort and currently serves NAEA as a member of the Pro-
fessional Materials Committee and as the Southeastern Representative to 
the Administration and Supervision  
Division. She graduated with her BFA from the Savannah College of Art 
and Design, a Masters of Art Education from Georgia State University, 
and an Educational Specialist in Leadership and Administration from Lin-
coln Memorial University.  



Workshop Session 1   

Bring STOMP Into Your Classroom  Ameenah Kaplan  

Create your Artist/Teacher Avatar  Pam Beagle-Daresta 

Everyone Can Draw a Straight Line Noah Stokes 

Exploring Chemical and Physical Changes Through Indigo Dye Shannon Green  

Fanfare and Film  

Jeff Burr and          

Mark Hannah 

Imagination Celebration Colleen Laliberte 

Preparing Better Performances for LGPE and Concerts 
Derik Clackum 

The Choral Rehearsal Process—Teaching and Assessing Singers Lu Ann Holden 

  

Workshop Session 2  

Demystifying Movement  Melissa Word 

How the Arts Connect with our Local Industry Mohawk - Mark Page 

Improvisation, Be BRAVE! Colleen Laliberte 

Paper to Picture 

Jeff Burr and          

Mark Hannah 

Printmaking Images as Symbols that Empower and Invite the Human 

Spirit to Create Pam Beagle-Daresta 

Simple Repairs  Clyde Morris 

Sing - Say - Dance - Play: Orff Process and Practice Suzanne Burgess 

2017 Workshops & 
Teaching Artists 



Workshop Session 1  

Create your Artist/Teacher Avatar - Participants will Create an Avatar Identity 

in a Chosen Medium  
Our Avatar’s symbolic purpose will be to provide super powers that honor us in engaging, 

being relevant to; students, career possibilities, cultural literacy, well-being!  Empowering 

us as advocates for art’s education in the schools’ educational goals and the deliverers of 

the (arts) skills of best practices for integrated educational models, and beyond the class-

room. Creating public works of art engaging community. 

 
Workshop Session 2 

Printmaking Images as Symbols that Empower and Invite the Human Spirit to 

Create  
A hands on printmaking, art standards inherent to the process, printmaking as an early technology, 

the TA will ask participants to create an image engrave a plate and learn the sequential steps of 

pulling prints, classroom management, set up for classroom … participants will each produce an 

original print to keep and create a collaborative print … modeling best practices. Demonstrating 

some of printmaking process possibilities for the classroom and beyond. 

   

Pam Beagle-Daresta 

Pam’s professional art journey began when she graduat-

ed from Ringling College of Art and Design in 1970. The 

foundation skills she received there have served her well 

as she explores her artistic vocabulary. She is a painter, 

printmaker, papermaker, book artist that loves to 

draw.  She enjoys combining media sometimes evolving 

into installation pieces. She works with nontoxic art medi-

ums and repurposed materials that inform new artistic di-

rections and model safe art making practices. 

She has had several solo exhibitions and participates in 

juried exhibitions. Her work is in private and institutional 

collections. Pam’s recent solo exhibits “Wanderings and Wonderings “opened at the Creative Arts 

Guild Dalton GA, Allied Arts Alliance in Milledgeville, GA and Michaels Gallery and Frames in Dal-

ton GA. She is currently preparing for a solo exhibit for the Blue Ridge Mountain Art Association 

She continues to exhibit with focus art groups the Atlanta Printmakers Studio and the Southern Ap-

palachia Arts Guild. 

  

Pam Beagle-Daresta is a roster TEACHING ARTIST affiliated with the Georgia Council for the Arts, 

South Carolina Arts Commission, and the Mississippi Arts Commission. A Jonas Founda-

tion Residency Teaching Artist 2014-2015. She has been a featured Professional development pre-

senter for school systems and State arts commissions.  She was a member of the Georgia Gover-

nor’s Task Force for Arts Learning. Her residencies, workshops, and professional development are 

core curriculum integrated with visual arts making. She also collaborates with artists, and institu-

tions creating community permanent and installation sculpture/murals.  She has been teaching at 

the Campbell school for several years and delights in sharing creative process with other practic-

ing artist. 



  
Workshop Session 2  

Sing—Say—Dance—Play: Orff Process and Practice  
In this active workshop participants will explore improvisation and composition through  

various Orff Schulwerk media. Suitable for elementary and middle school general music 

teachers, activities will include the introduction of simple multi-part singing, using speech to 

explore improvisation, and body percussion for composition. Alignment with National Core 

Standards will be examined. 

Suzanne Burgess 

Susanne Burgess has been engaging children and adults in mu-

sical learning for over 30 years. As an Orff-Schulwerk practition-

er she promotes a creative approach to musical learning 

through song, speech, instrumental play, movement, drama, 

and children’s literature. She is a regional and national work-

shop presenter for the American Orff Schulwerk Association 

and has presented nationally for NAfME and ECMMA as well as 

internationally for ISME in Italy, Greece, and Scotland. She cur-

rently serves undergraduate and graduate students at Lee Uni-

versity as Associate Professor of Music Education. She can be 

reached at sburgess@leeuniversity.edu . 

mailto:sburgess@leeuniversity.edu


Workshop Session 1  

Fanfare and Film 
This workshop will explore the way Music and Sound has always been a part of motion pic-

tures from silent films to Hollywood blockbusters to Television and Music Videos.  The focus 

will be on how Sound and Music effects the audience and impacts the way visuals are in-

terpreted.   The group will explore projects that student musicians can participate in. 

 

 
Workshop Session 2  

Paper to Picture 
A workshop to look at the various visual arts that go into the making of film projects before 

the first frame of film is taken.  Looking at examples of conceptual art, design art, story-

boards, on-screen art and advertising, the group will see examples of the wide-range of 

art projects that can come from classroom interaction with film. 

Jeff Burr and Mark Hannah 

Jeff Burr 

Jeff Burr is an award-winning filmmaker, having 

directed over twenty feature films and television 

episodes. He has worked with such actors as Vin-

cent Price, Viggo Mortensen, Terry O'Quinn, 

Quentin Tarantino and he has made films for Par-

amount, Miramax, and New Line Cinema.  He has 

also taught film production and history at Florida 

State University and Chattanooga State.  

Mark Hannah 

Mark Hannah, a Dalton native, has worked for 

over 30 years in every job position in the film and 

video industry including Producing, Writing, Direct-

ing and even Special Effects.  He currently has his 

own production company that focuses on Corpo-

rate and Industrial film projects.   



 
Workshop Session 1  

Preparing Better Performances for FGPE and Concerts  
The workshop is for current band directors who wish to learn more about techniques that  

improve your concert band performances, with an emphasis on preparing for LGPE.   

Derik Clackum  

Derik Clackum taught band in Georgia at the elementary, mid-

dle school, junior high, and high school levels for 34 years before 

retiring in June of 2000. He has directed bands at Baldwin Jr. 

High and Baldwin HS, in Milledgeville, Ga., and in Cobb County 

at Lindley Jr High, Lindley MS, and Wheeler HS. Mr. Clackum fin-

ished his teaching career at East Paulding MS. 

 

Mr. Clackum graduated from Sprayberry High School, in Cobb 

County, known state-wide for their fine bands. He received his 

Bachelor and Master of Music degrees from the University of 

Georgia , while participating in the Redcoat Marching Band, the 

Symphonic Band, and helping organize the Phi Mu Alpha Jazz 

Band, which later became a full fledged jazz program in the 

Hugh Hodgson School of Music. Mr. Clackum was also awarded 

the Educational Specialist Degree in Music from Jacksonville 

State University.       

 

During his 17 years of teaching at Wheeler High School, in Cobb County, his bands were known for 

their outstanding marching, concert, and jazz performances. His marching bands won many Best 

in Class and Grand Champion awards. In addition, his marching bands have represented Georgia 

in the Macy's Thanksgiving Parade in New York City, and the Cherry Blossom Festival Parade in 

Washington, D.C., and several New Orleans Mardi Gras Parades.  

 

His Wheeler High School Symphonic Band was regularly recognized for excellence and was the first 

of many Cobb County Bands to be selected to perform for the Georgia Music Educator's In-

Service Conference and the University of Georgia JanFest. Under Mr. Clackum's guidance, the 

Wheeler High School Symphonic Band was selected to represent Georgia in Paris, Normandy 

Beach, and London performances during the 50th Anniversary Celebration of the Allied Forces WW 

II Victory in Europe, in 1995.       

 

Since retiring, Mr. Clackum has been serving regularly as an adjudicator for marching and concert 

band performances, and is a Georgia Music Education Association Certified Adjudicator. He also 

travels the state conducting honor band groups, assisting band directors at clinics, rehearsals, and 

LGPE preparation workshops. He is also active in mentoring young band directors.  

 

Mr. Clackum has had several articles on music instruction techniques and Georgia band history 

published in the Georgia Music News Magazine. In 2013, he was selected for the position of Histori-

an/Archivist for the Georgia Music Educators Association. 
 



Workshop Session 1  

Exploring Chemical Changes Through Indigo Dye 
This workshop session will offer a deep dive into a traditional indigo vat, exploring the sci-

ence that occurs within the process of indigo dying. Participants will observe and identify 

the physical and chemical changes that occur during the creation of a dye vat and dye 

process. Participants will explore a variety of traditional and experimental techniques to 

achieve patterns and resists. 

Shannon Green 

Shannon Green is a teaching artist at 

the High Museum of Art. She works with 

school groups, teens and families.  She 

is also a visual arts consultant for Arts 

Now, an Atlanta based organization 

advocating art integration in the class-

room. Her organization, the Indie Craft 

Experience, founded in 2005, promotes 

all things handmade and DIY. 



Workshop Session 1  

The Choral Rehearsal Process—Teaching and Assessing Singer 
The presented topics may include 1) teaching vocal technique through purposeful warm-up exercises,  
2) developing “connector” warm-ups from the choral literature to be rehearsed, 3) promoting critical think-
ing skills among your singers, 4) reviewing the National Core Arts Standards for ensembles, and  
5) assessing student learning in choral ensembles. 
 

  

  

Lu Ann Holden  

LuAnn Holden is an associate professor of music education at 

Lee University and chair of the Department of Music Education.  

Holden’s teaching responsibilities include vocal and choral 

methods courses and the supervision of student teachers.  Hold-

en earned the Master of Music Education degree with an em-

phasis in Choral Music from Georgia State University. She re-

ceived the Bachelor of Music Education degree from Wesleyan 

College in Macon,  

Georgia.  

 

During the academic terms from Fall 2006 through Spring 2011, 

Holden served Lee University in an administrative role as Chair of 

the Department of Vocal Music. Prior to her work in higher edu-

cation, Holden taught general music and choral music in K-12 

public schools for 14 years in Georgia, Mississippi, and Tennessee. 

Holden directed the Lee University Children’s Chorale from 1998-

2004 and was the Artistic Director of the Chattanooga Girls Choir from Fall 2004 though 

Spring 2017.  

 

Professional activities include presenting at state and regional  

conferences on topics relating to choral rehearsal techniques, such as visual imagery, criti-

cal thinking, and assessment.  Holden  

frequently conducts state and regional honor choirs, adjudicates choral festivals, serves as 

a clinician for choral workshops and writes choral music reviews for publication in the Cho-

ral Journal. She was a member of the Atlanta Symphony Chorus, which at that time was 

conducted by the legendary Robert Shaw.  

 

Her professional memberships include American Choral Directors Association (ACDA), the 

National Association for Music Education (NAfME), Tennessee Music Educators Association 

(TMEA), and Choristers Guild.  



Workshop Session 1  

Bring STOMP Into Your Classroom 
   

In this interactive workshop, teachers will discover how the fundamentals of rhythm can 

be used for team building and cooperation skills. They will learn basic to intermediate 

drum skills that they can pass on to students to inspire them to study and interpret mu-

sic. Rhythm is a form of meditation, mediation, and release in order that promotes a 

healthy, healing, and collaborative environment in your classroom. Be sure to wear your 

good tennis shoes, and get ready to STOMP!  

  

  

Ameenah Kaplan  

Ameenah is a drummer of 30 years who served as the 

west coast drum coach for Blue Man Group for over 16 

years. She has performed on the VMAs, The Academy 

Awards, The Grammy’s, The AMAs, Conan O’Brien, Oprah, 

and others. She was a part of the original American cast 

of STOMP and has played drums with Ty Taylor of Vintage 

Trouble, Adam Lambert, Alisan Porter, Macy Gray, Rihan-

na, Taylor Hicks, Lisa Haley and the Zydecats, Leslie Odom 

Jr., For The Record, Audra Mae, Charli XCX, and the Twinz. 

Her current bands are: hip hop duo Sin City, and the rock 



Colleen Laliberte 

Workshop Session 1  

Imagination Celebration  
Exploring Big Ideas, creating a Classroom Community of Storytellers 

Storytelling provides a way to engage students in a dynamic process of finding the "Big 

Ideas" in the text. Act out the story, explore the characters , predict outcomes and con-

trast and compare. Let's look for those "Ah Ha!" moments together as we use Storytelling. 

 
Workshop Session 2  

Improvisation, Be BRAVE! 
Creating a Classroom Community that focuses on observing and inspiring your partner. 

This workshop helps identify the ways that fear inhibits our natural curiosity and gets in the 

way of our problem solving, team building and learning. Let's play and learn to BE BRAVE! 

Colleen Laliberte is the founding director of Skwalking 

Heads Productions, and the New Tennessee Center for 

Puppetry Arts. She has served as a Teaching Artist across 

the US, in Stockholm Sweden, Innsbruck Austria, London UK, 

and Canada.  As a Guest Artist for the University of South 

Carolina Graduate department of Art Educators, the Ala-

bama Shakespeare Festival, the Tennessee Arts Academy 

for Teachers and the Southeast Center for Education in the 

Arts in Montgomery AL.  she has designed workshops for 

educators and Community Organizations to foster collabo-

rations utilizing Storytelling, Theatre and Puppetry Arts as 

catalysts for engaging individuals in conversations about 

Community Building. Most recently she worked along with 

colleagues Dr. Michael McCamish and Jason Doan in col-

laboration with The Glass House Collective to provide an 

Outreach Artist in Residency Puppet Neighborhood as part of the “Wayne White Wayne-O

-Rama” project in Chattanooga TN.  She is dedicated to exploring Interdisciplinary Arts Ex-

periences which inspire and empower communities. 

Colleen has studied extensively with Keith Johnstone since 1993, in Canada the US and 

London, and continues to teach Improvisation for students of all ages as the basis for all of 

her artistic partnerships and collaborations.  



Workshop Session 2  
Very basic instrument repair: What I can and cannot do without destroying 

and a students instrument. 

Clyde Morris    

This is a brief course to help educators determine the simple repairs they can perform in an 

emergency. Also what they should never do themselves. 

Clyde Morris joined Gadsden Music Company after a 

short career as a band director. Now 40 years later he 

is President of Gadsden Music. In addition to being 

one of the largest band instrument retailers in the 

south, we have a repair facility consisting of 4 full time 

techs, a shop manager, shop support personnel and 

11 outside service and sales representatives. We re-

pair hundreds of instruments each week. 

 

Clyde is a charter member of the Delta Psi chapter of 

Phi Mu Alpha at Auburn University where he received 

his undergrad degree. He is a member of National As-

sociation of Music Merchants and other music profes-

sional organizations. 
 

Clyde looks forward to sharing his insight on band 

room repair skills and expertise. 



 
Workshop Session 2  

How the Arts Connect with our Local Industry 
Design supports industry & local communities in many way’s. Often an unrecognized op-

portunity for career focused artists to communicate design, explore global markets, broad 

exposer & widen general awareness. From a small mill town to the big city & back. 

  

Mark Page, Mohawk Industries    

Sr. Director Creative Design & Development  

Mohawk Group – June 2016 – Present day 

From a family having spent four generations within carpets & 

three decades of personal experience, spanning Commer-

cial & Hospitality flooring. A designer based in the USA hav-

ing moved from the United Kingdom in 1994, starting from an 

entry level position, in his home town of Kidderminster, Eng-

land in 1987. A multi award winning textile & product design-

er, with proven international success across multiple flooring 

categories & brands. Now responsible for Global flooring de-

sign & development with the Mohawk Group, soft & resilient 

flooring categories. Managing the entire product portfolio to 

maintain trend, styling & color forward positioning.  

 

Sr. Director, Color & Design – Durkan  

July 2012 – June 2016 (4 years) 

 

Vice President Design & Marketing – Brintons  

August 2007 – 2012 (5 years) 

 

Brintons (Various positions USA/ UK) – 1987 – 2007 (20 years) 



 
Workshop Session 1  

Everyone Can Draw a Straight Line 
Noah will share the techniques, exercises, and tips that he uses to teach drawing to art students at 

the guild. Noah believes strongly that drawing is a learnable skill and the cornerstone to any art 

program. He puts forth the concept that learning to draw is not really learning to draw but learning 

to access the system in your brain that allows you to see like and perceive things as an artist. 

There will be drawing exercises that you will participate in as well as demonstrations from Noah. 

   

 

  

  

Noah Stokes 

Noah Stokes is best known for his sports portraits and carica-
tures. He paints in a realistic style often using exaggeration 
as a tool to enhance the personality of his subject. He works 
mainly in acrylics and oils on occasion. His caricature work 
has commercial appeal and therefore he is also very familiar 
with digital drawing and painting. His technique is simple, of-
ten using layers, washes, and a limited palette. Artist that in-
fluence his work include Bernie Fuchs and Jack Davis. "I en-
joy portraiture of any style and tend to lean my work toward 
enhancing the features of my subject in an effort to capture 
'more' of what makes them unique, plus it's more fun that 
way." -  Noah 
 

 



Workshop Session 2  

Demystifying Movement  
This workshop investigates the power of movement in the classroom and on the stage. We 

will examine simple and adaptable movements that can be useful to apply to any con-

tent area. Participants will discover how to transform an idea into a physical gesture and 

further develop it into a fun, expressive movement sequence. This session is designed for 

anyone interested in demystifying movement. Participants will walk away with tools for 

generating original creative movements for any content area, tips for how to turn simple 

miming into unique gestures, and a newfound confidence for leading it all themselves! 

Participants should bring in a piece of text from an upcoming unit or production they are 

interested in applying movement to--anything is possible, movement knows no limit! 

              

   

Melissa Word 

Melissa Word is a dance artist based in Atlanta, Georgia. 

She is currently a Resident Artist at The Lucky Penny’s Work 

Room studio. Her work investigates the body as a political 

site, creating performative situations where audience and 

performers alike are confronting personal and cultural no-

tions of power, identity, and vulnerability. She is a teaching 

artist with the High Museum of Art and Alliance Theatre, 

working with children to facilitate self-discovery through cre-

ative movement. He work has been presented by Dash-

board and The Lucky Penny, and as a dancer she’s had the 

pleasure of performing with choreographers T. Lang, Blake 

Beckham, Erik Thurmond, Hez Stalcup and Morgan Car-

lisle.  She co-directs and performs with JACK, a collaborative 

touring project interested in party culture, excess and dance 

floor politics. In 2013 she founded KIN, a mobile perfor-

mance series in Birmingham, Alabama. Through KIN she self-

produced three evening length events, presenting 26 artists 

from across the Southeast, to create an experimental, inter-

disciplinary platform for emerging artists. She graduated with honors from the University of 

North Carolina at Charlotte in 2011, where she returns frequently to guest lecture and 

choreograph for their Dance program. During her tenure, she was the undergraduate re-

search assistant for Dance. Draw, a 3-year National Science Foundation grant-funded 

project, investigating the intersection of sensing technology and dance performance.   


